Biography

Marco Rizzello is an italian pianist and opera coach who recently joined the full-time music staff at the Staatsoper in Stuttgart, Germany. A Butler Studio alumnus at the Houston Grand Opera, he served as a coach for Intelligence, Madama Butterfly and Don Giovanni, and appeared in recital and other performances during HGO’s 2023/24 season.

His summer 2024 engagements include contracts as a Diction Coach for La Traviata and Don Giovanni with Santa Fe Opera and as a staff pianist for the Ravinia Steans Music Institute at the Ravinia Festival.

Past recent highlights include his New York debut at the J. L. Greene Space for classical music station WQXR, and a coaching fellowship with the Wolf Trap Opera 2023, where he served on the music staff for Don Giovanni and played in recital with Steven Blier for Night and Day USA.
During season 2022/23, he also served on the coaching staff at NYU Steinhardt and at the Manhattan School of Music.

Specialized in the vocal repertory, Marco has performed extensively, playing in many prestigious festivals in Italy and abroad including the Art Song Festival in Cleveland, the Settimane Musicali at the Teatro Olimpico in Vicenza, the Piano Echos Festival and the Aspen Music Festival, where he served as a rehearsal pianist for Falstaff. He has worked alongside some of today’s best conductors, directors and performers including artists like Dame Jane Glover, Patrick Summers, Corrado Rovaris, Harry Bicket, Richard Bado, Kwamé Ryan, Bruno Praticò, Silvio Castiglioni, Gabriella Morigi, Luca Grassi among others. He accompanied masterclasses of major artists such as Renée Fleming, Stephanie Blythe, Matthew Rose, Christine Goerke and Ryan McKinny.

Driven by a strong interest in foreign languages, he  became a polyglot. In addition to being a native Italian speaker, he speaks English, German, French and elementary Russian.

